Portland Public Library

Portland Public Library Digital Commons
Peaks Island Star, 2022

Peaks Island Star

12-2022

Peaks Island Star : December 2022, Vol. 42, Issue 12
Service Agencies of the Island

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.portlandlibrary.com/peaks_pisn_2022

St Christopher's Catholic Church
Rector: Father Seamus Griesbach at 773-7746
Christmas Eve Mass - Mass on December 24th will be at 6:15 PM.
SundayMassis at 8:30 AM usually followed by breakfast in the Parish
Center. All are welcome. For information about other mainland services,
check www. portlandcatholic. org. For information on Baptism,
Reconciliation, Marriage & Funerals, please contact Father Seamus.
Free Medical Equipment
St. Christopher's and the Peaks Island Health Center offer free
medical equipment on loan temporarily. Wheelchairs, walkers, crutches
and other supplies are provided on a first come, first served basis.
Borrowers are only asked when they think they will return it and
also relieve the program of any liability..
For
. more information, call or text Lisa Penalver at 272-5962 or Chris
Hoppin at 232-2908 or choppin@aol.com.

New Brackett Memorial Church, a UUA/UCC congregation
9 Church Ave; 207-766-5013; newbrackettchurch@gmail.com
newbrackettchurch.org
Rev. Will Green, Pastor

Sunday morning service in the Sanctuary is at 10:00am. During
December the children are lighting one more candle of the Advent
wreath each week as we prepare for Christmas. After the service, stay for a potluck
meal in the community hall.
Saturday Eucharist 5:00pm: a short, simple service of holy communion.
Meditation - Wednesdays at 9:00am and 5:15pm. A brief reading and short exercises
help us engage with the spiritual activity of silent meditation. Each session is under an
hour. Meditation meets in the vestry, the room adjacent to the Sanctuary.
Christmas Eve, 6:00pm in the Sanctuary - For the first time since 2019, we will have
an indoor Christmas Eve service in the Sanctuary! Join us to celebrate on Saturday,
December 24th at 6:00pm. Music from our adult and children's choirs will anchor this
beautiful celebration for the entire community.
If you'd like to be added to our weekly "This Week at Brackett" message, please
email newbrackettchurch@gmail.com and let us know.
Information about these and many other events can be found on our website.
newbrackettchurch.org

The Fifth Maine Museum
www.fifthmainemuseum.org, 207-766-3330
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Happy Holidays from the Fifth Maine!
Amidst all the excitement of the winter holidays, we hope you will have a chance to
pause at the Fifth Maine - take in the beautiful display on the front porch, then drink in
the rugged beauty of our winter view of Whitehead. It's a great way to unwind and add a
sprinkle of peace and quiet to the hustle and bustle of the busy season .

Speaking of holidays, we are excited to announce that we have finally been able to secure some hoodies and T's in sizes
Land XL. They won' t last! So get yours now, either for yourself or for a gift! You can order books, baseball caps, and
logo'd merchandise through our shop online, or contact Susan Han ley, 207-766-3330.
As the new y_ear approaches, the board of directors of the Fifth Maine Museum is so grateful for the support of our
community. We could not preserve our island history, honor the legacy of the Fifth Maine Regiment veterans, and
maintain our spectacular seaside "cottage" without you!

Peaks Island Community Food Pantry
The Peaks Island Community Food Pantry is located in the Brackett Memorial Church
and is open on Mondays at 3:30-Spm. Our mission is to provide food assistance to
our island neighbors in need, supported by many different ind ividuals and
organizations from Pea ks Island.
Thank you to the many generous donations from the members of the Peaks Island community (and beyond)!!
We are proud to say that 100% of your donations go directly to providing food assistance to our clients.

Progresso soups (not clam
chowder}, Hormel Complete Meals, baked beans, pasta sauce, spaghetti, Saltine and Ritz crackers,
canned pineapple, canned peaches, canned pears, apple sauce, peanut butter (not crunchy}, granola
bars, 1 pound bags of sugar, coffee, boxed cereal, vegan meals.
If you would like to donate items to the food pantry, our needs this month are:

A reminder that you can make monetary donat ions via check. Please make chec k out to "Peaks Island Food Pantry" - send
to Susan Hanley, 108 Brackett Avenue, Peaks Island, ME 04108 .
If you ha ve any quest ion s about the food pantry, or you would like to arrange a food drop off or a donation pick up, please
contact Susan Hanley, 207-332-2443.

CERT Helps in Emergencies
Our Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) trains with
the Portland Fire Department to help in emergencies and disasters.
Help is always available on Peaks Island by calling 911. However,
CERT does need more volunteers. For more information, please call
Jay Desmond at 766-2088.
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Portland Parks & Recreation

Annual 2022 Peaks Tree Lighting December 3rd from 4:00 pm - 5:00 pm
Come ring in the Holidays on Peaks Island. Meet us at the downfront turn around to decorate the
Peaks Island "living tree" with bird seed decorations made by Peaks Recreation kids, sing carols with island
musicians and light the tree with Santa Claus. Santa Claus will be joining us with the help of the Peaks Public
Works Department, Portland Police & Fire Departments and Portland Parks & Recreation. Delicious hot
chocolate and cookies will be served following the Annual Peaks Tree Lighting compliments of the Peaks Cafe.
December 16 - Island Veterinary Service Clinic
Dr. Kate Domenico, DVM will be holding a veterinary clinic on December 16 at the Peaks Island
Community Center. To schedule an appointment, email Dr. Kate at islandvetservice@gmail.com
Silver Sneakers Program Every Monday & Thursday from 9:00 am to 10:00 am
Join us for a fun, inspiring hour focusing on improving our balance and strengthening. Our weekly
Silver Sneakers program provides a lot of laughs while we are working to keep our heart, brain, muscles
& joints healthy with the goal to stay strong in body, mind & spirit. Free & open to all!!
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Our mission is to provide transportation for Peaks Islanders who are receiving
chemotherapy, radiation, or medical treatments for life-limiting diseases.
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Loretta Voyer Fund Holiday Arts and Craft Fair
at JONES LANDING and Lausier's greenhouse
Saturday, December 3 rd , 10am - 2pm

Please join us at the Loretta Voyer Fund Holiday craft fair to find hundreds of handmade
gifts and lots of wonderful raffle prizes. Support the Loretta Voyer Fund AND local
artisans by doing your holiday shopping locally. Many thanks to Jones Landing and Jim
Lausier for providing us with two large, beautiful spaces - which means more artists and
craftsmen and more money raised for the Loretta Voyer Fund. Don't forget to indulge
yourself with some food and beverages at Jones Landing and pick up your holiday wreaths,
garlands and trees at Jim Lausier's! !
The craft fair is our annual fundraiser, but donations are accepted any time. Please send
donations to The. Loretta Voyer Fund, c/o Melissa Conrad, 152 Brackett Avenue, Peaks
Island, ME 04108. For more information about the Loretta Voyer Fund, please contact
Melissa Conrad, 766-9736 or mconrad@backshore.net.

'P.O. 'Box 21
'Pea& Isfand; :.Maine 04108
yea&liistory@gmai[com
2022 has been a challenging year for everyone on Peaks Island. The continuing struggle with covid has not kept
the large crowds of summer visitors away. Our businesses and non-profits have found it challenging to find staff
and volunteers yet all have carried on to serve our community. A big round of applause goes to everyone who
supported the Historical Society this year: our members, everyone who participated in or attended our events, and
those who have donated items to our collection. Very special thanks to Rick Ashton and the Friends of Brackett
Cemetery for their work in restoring the Brackett Cemetery: to Thaea Lloyd and crew for tackling the restoration of
Ye Olde Trott Burying Ground, and to appraiser Larry Trueman, storyteller Bill Hinderer, and Ann Hinderer for
sharing their time and expertise. The Board of Directors is already planning a round of programs for the coming
year. Please don't hesitate to contact us at peakshist01y@gmail.com or speak to our president Jon Kelso. We
welco~e your input. FMI: peaksislandhistory.org. ·
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NOVEMBER Weekly Programs
6pm Music with
Friends

Margo Mallar and Will Green interview local islanders NEW
EPISODES!

Sundays

7pm Live Music
Sundays

Live music recorded on Peaks: Concerts, jam sessions,
events

7pm Next to Silence

Next To Silence is a one hour radio program by Dave
Stankowicz that will explore the ECM catalogue, featuring
artists from Keith Jarrett to Chick Corea and a whole lot
more, ECM - Edition of Contemporary Music - is an
independent record label founded by Manfred Eicher in
Munich in 1969. ECM's motto is "the most beautiful sound
next to silence."

Tuesdays

7pm Islander Hour

Ashton 's "Swinging the Blues" / Broadhurst's "Backshore
Beat"

Wednesdays

7pm Chris & Bridget

Chris and Bridget in the Evening is on a brief hiatus - stay
tuned tor more information on its return.

Thursdays

7pm Chris & Bridget

Chris and Bridget in the Evening is on a brief hiatus - stay
tuned tor more information on its return.

6pm Music with

Margo Mallar and Will Green interview local islanders

Mondays &
Fridays

Friends
Saturdays

7pm Islander Hour

"Swinging the Blues" alternates with "Backshore Beat''

8pm Solid Gold

Chris Marat plays solid gold music from the late 1950s
through the early 1980s, plus your requests and
dedications. Call or text 536-8997.

Saturday Night

Every day, throughout the day

Eclectic music, news, weather, community updates,
"Shooting the Breeze" with Jo Israelson and Steve Devaney,
"Bookmarks" (bi-monthly library updates and events)

Want to volunteer and have your own program? Are you more interested in the
tech/website side of things? Please reach out to chris@peaksislandradio.com

December at the Peaks Island Branch Library
129 Island Avenue* 207.766.5540 * peaks@portlib.org
Tuesday: 1-7 pm Wednesday: 9 - 12 Friday: 10 -4 pm Saturday: 9- 12
Face masks are Strongly Recommended in the library
The library will be closed on Saturday, December 24 & Saturday, December 31

Mix Media by Betsy Thompson
An educator by training, Betsy is a self-taught mixed-media artist and illustrator.
This exhibit will be on display November - January 2023
Stop by the library during open hours to view.
The Peaks Island Knitting Group meets Tuesday, December 3, at 4 pm - 5 pm in the library.
Bring your current project and join other knitters for conversation and inspiration. All are
welcome as are all skill levels.
Tuesda)'. Adult Book Discussion Group meets Tuesday, December 13 at 7 pm in the
Commticity Room to discuss DownEast: Five Maine Girls by Gigi Georges, January's book is
The Personal Librarian by Marie Benedict & Victoria Murray. Contact the library if you would
like to reserve a copy of the book.
Creative Writing for Kids, grades 3, 4, & 5 Tuesdays, 3:15 - 4:15 in the library. Can't make it
every Tuesday, join us on the ones you can. Journals & pencils provided.
Middle School Book Group - Tuesday, December 27 at 5:45 pm. Join us to chat about books,
authors, illustrators, play literary games and have fun.
We will have Take & Make bags during December, starting December 6th.

FRIENDS OF TEIA
The Boa rd of Friends of TEIA wishes to thank the Peaks Island Community and Businesses in
advance in thinking of Friends and what it offers each year to your children or your neighbors
children by supporting our organization as you can.
This past summer 34 Peaks Island year-round children attended our fully funded summer
camps at TEIA learning new skills and making new friendships. Fourteen children attended the
sailing programs ranging from the beginner levels up through joining the race team traveling to
other clubs and hosting a regatta here on Peaks. Thirteen children attended the kids camp for
children 5-8 and five joined in the afternoon tween camp. Ten children learned basic tennis
skills through game play.
To make this all happen our funding is accomplished by giving to Friends of TEIA (PO Box 87
Peaks Island, ME) each fall and donations from the Color and Pages of Peaks Art Show and
Pancake Breakfast held every July at TEIA.
Please look forward next spring for information on 2023 camps at TEIA and the application
process. Friends of TEIA welcomes all island children to participate in these programs.
Contact Stephanie Castle for further information at sealights99@aol.com

Deadline for the January STAR is Sunday, December 20th. ~uom1ss1ons may oe
emailed, dropped off at the library or put into our outside bookdrop.

..

PEAKS ISLAND CIITLDREN'S WORKSHOP
71 Herman Avenue director@picwmaine.org 766-2854 www.picwmaine.org
THE PEAKS ISLAND CHILDREN'S WORKSHOP WILL BE CLOSED from 12:30 on
December 23 rd and will reopen after the winter break on January 3 rd •

Hard to believe that winter is nearly upon us! Here atPICW, we have been enjoying the weird warm days ,
bundling up on the chilly ones, all while settling into the holiday season. Our Infant/foddler class has been busy
experimenting with paint, dancing their sillies out, and practicing walking, freezing, and running around our
quiet little neighborhood. The Preschool Room has been learning all about food in their play kitchen and
grocery store. They made sweet potato fries one day and are very curious about kiwis! We welcomed families
back into our building in November and look forward to celebrating our tiny school community with a Wmter
•
Solstice celebration in December.
A very big thank you to all the generous community members, both near and far, who sent notes and donations
in memory of Otis Thompson. These thoughtful contributions will be put to good use in our classrooms.
PICW is accepting applications for part/full time care on our WAIT-LIST. Contact Arria at director@picwmaine.org_for
applications. The Board of the PICW is always open to suggestions and communication from the community. Please contact us
through Board Chair, Heather Thompson, at heather@juniperdesignbuild.com.

PEAKS ISLAND ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
The colder season has certainly been a bustling one at PIES! We had a fabulous author/illustrator
visit from Chris Van Dusen thanks to our generous Peaks Island Fund grant. Students and staff were
delighted by Chris's readings, drawing demonstrations and collaborative illustrations of very inventive
animals from students' suggestions!
The following week we took a wonderful field trip on warm and sunny day to the Brick Store
Museum in Kennebunk to view, "The Great State of Illustration in Maine" that showcases the work of 80
illustrators with Moine connections. Curated by Peaks own Scott Nash and Nancy Gibson-Nosh, we were
thrilled to hove Scott give us a personal tour of this stunning exhibition. Students brought paper, pencils
and clipboards as they were inspired to sketch their own illustrations while exploring the galleries. Our visit
culminated with Scott demonstrating his own illustration techniques to a very captive audience - a very
special trip, indeed!
The week prior to the Thanksgiving break, our PreK through grade 5 students participated in very
engaging STEM (science, technology, engineering and math) experiences thanks to a mini-residency from
the Portland Public Schools Mobile Makerspace with PPS Mokerspace coordinator Karen Shibles. Working
with partners throughout the week, students were presented with hands-on problems to solve that followed
specific criteria and heeded to given constraints. Their collaborative work was quite remarkable. Among the
many projects that students engaged in , their creations ranged from building wildlife bridges to protect
animals traversing busy highways and using microbit midroprocessors to code which ultimately led to
students being able to play songs from a microbit library, and compose their own music on cardboard
guitars that they created - our young innovators engaged in some very impressive work!
All of us at PIES wish Peaks Islanders a very safe, healthy and happy holiday season~
Kelly and the PIES Team

